
 

 

Season 5: 
AprilƉJuly 2025 

Extra Time 

With thanks to National Lottery players 



 

 

Cover images: Members of the Leiston Primary School Extra Time team 

The Extra Time Souvenir Programme 
Extra Time explores the rich social and cultural history of grassroots football in Suffolk, 
looking behind the score line to see the ƊwhyƋ and ƊhowƋ of the game. 
 
It is the latest intergenerational heritage project run by Suffolk Artlink; since July 2023, we 
have worked in three schools and care/independent living homes in Lowestoft, as well as a 
primary school and care home in Halesworth. 
 
For this, our Ǒnal ƊseasonƋ of the year, we worked with a group of Year 5 children at Leiston 
primary school and members of the Curious Minds Saxmundham Legacy Group, to explore 
the connections between Garretts & Sons Engineering Works (now the Long Shop 
Museum) and football. 
 
Artists: 
Our creative sessions are always run by professional artists. In Leiston, we worked with the 
theatre maker and childrenƋs author, Hatty Ashton, (hattyashton.com/); visual artist Jo 
Chapman, (jochapmanart.co.uk/) and sculptors Ellie Rodwell (www.eleanorrodwell.co.uk/) 
and Sam Newson. 
 
We also had our amazing volunteer, Amanda, on hand at all times, to keep score, pass 
round the half-time oranges, and to escort the children back and forth to the Long Shop 
Museum, where most of the ƊactionƋ took place. 
 
Long Shop Museum 
The Long Shop is an industrial heritage museum, featuring the history of Richard Garrett & 
Sons who manufactured a wide range of industrial and agricultural machinery.  
 
But it wasnƋt just paid employment that Garretts provided; they also made extensive 
contributions to their workersƋ social and sporting lives. 

I joined Extra Time because IƋm always 
on my PS4 and I thought I could get 
outside more and make more friends. 

Quote: Jensen, Leiston Primary School pupil 



 

 

Garretts  
Engineering 

During WWI, women were taken on at the Works to 
produce munition shells. Whilst there, they took full 
advantage of the sporting opportunities on offer.  
How striking that their image (above) is clearly a 
studio shot whilst the Boiler Shop boys (below) are 
out on the Ǒeld. 

Born in 1907, Mr Dunn lived his whole life in 
Leiston. The transcript above is an excerpt 
from a recording he made about Garretts and 
their impact on the town. 
 
When asked if the Garretts took part in any 
activities in the town, Mr Dunn responds: 
 
ƍNo. They sponsored different sports 
meetings and that type of thing. When the 
LWAA ... Leiston Works Athletic Association... 
was built, which was through the 
Garretts, and they built the clubhouse Ɨ 
that's in Digby Road, they had the sport Ǒeld 
laid out. I remember being at school, our 
school-master came in, his name was 
Anthony Garnett. He came in and said, now is 
anybody here like to volunteer to go and pick 
stones off the sports Ǒeld? 
 
Everybody's hand went up. We all went up. 
We started at one end and that was your job 
to pick as many stones as possible and they 
gave you nothing to put your stones in, so off 
come the boysƋ hats and into the hats go the 
stones. Soon as you got your hat full you 
walked back and put it on the heap. 
 
Ɨ I remember it, that was 1921.  I think the 
sports Ǒeld was opened May 16th, 1922. 
Garrett opened it. Mr Frank Garrett opened 
it. And that was the start of Leiston Works 
Athletics Association. 

Most of the Works departments had its own football 
side. The image above features players from the 
Boiler Shop, 1917Ɖ1918.  



 

 

28th April 2025 

Why I want to be part of the 
Extra Time team 

www.suffolkartlink.org.uk/news/                                football

ƍI want to join Extra Time 
because I love to make friends 
with people, as you can see in 
this picture, as I am asking a new 
student if we can be friends.Ǝ 

ƍI want to join Extra Time because 
it will be a fun thing to do.Ǝ 

ƍƗ because I really like art and I 
also want to take a look at the 
aspect of football and the stories 
behind it. I also think I am capable 
to show up every Monday.Ǝ 

Extra Time is a 12-week programme of weekly sessions;  before it even begins, 
we visit the school, in this case Leiston Primary School, to tell the Year 5 pupils 
a little about it, and ask them why theyƋd like to take part. 
 
Doing more art, meeting people and learning more about football, as well as 
taking time away from the play station, were just a few of the many reasons for 
wanting to join the team. 



 

 

Images above: Finding their football moves, whooping for joy, being the goal & Miss as linesperson 
Middle row: Being the football and a victorious knee slide 

www.suffolkartlink.org.uk/news/                                football-moves-and-factory-spaces-extra-time-kicks-off-in-leiston/ 

Football moves and factory spaces 
Images below: Balancing the space  

Bottom right image: On the factory Ʋoor, where Hatty is about to press the emergency button to 
stop all the machinery, whilst someone else telephones for help 



 

 

8th May 2025 

Gathering stories 
The children listened to the recording made by Mr Dunn and then studied old 
newspapers and photographs, as they started to weave together the stories of 
Leiston Works and football. 


